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Spencer Voters – Elect KURT NORDQUIST

VOTE 
MAY 9th
7am-7pm

Kurt Nordquist
No Overrides
No Penthouse Office
Excellence by Accountability

Opponent
Supported $800,000 Overrides
Supported Penthouse for $500,000
Money solves all problems

Same old story… Less Students… No Money… Fleece Taxpayers

Not on my watch! For Once, Let’s Put The Kids FIRST!

VOTE Kurt Nordquist

*Political Advertisement*

Spencer, East Brookfield Regional School Committee

 CROWNS • CAPS • BRIDGES • COMPLETE and PARTIAL DENTURES
NON SURGICAL GUM TREATMENT • ROOT CANAL THERAPY 

SURGICAL SERVICES
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HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS • All Instruments Fully Sterilized • Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna 

Conveniently Located On Route 9 • (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.) 
284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511

Gentle Caring State of the Art Dentistry For The Whole Family
Cosmetic Dentistry  • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry 
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STONEBRIDGE STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Whenever a 
family in town suffers hardship, 
they can take solace in knowing 
they don’t have to face their 
challenges alone. The commu-
nity has been known to step 

up and support its own, and 
residents will once again rally 
behind a family grappling with 
adversity.

Eller’s Restaurant will host 
a benefit dinner for Alana 
Wessman, a Leicester High 
School freshman who is fight-

ing Stage 4 Hodgkin’s lympho-
ma. The buffet-style dinner will 
take place on Monday, May 15, 
at 6 p.m. at the restaurant. All 
proceeds will be given to Alana 
and her family to assist their 

BY MAGGIE ELL

STURBRIDGE —The meet-
ing began with a heartfelt hug 
between the burly blacksmith 
and a smiling young man. 
They’d met in similar fashion 
eight years ago. Back then, 
William Mitcham, age seven, 
had eluded his mother’s grasp, 
dashed forward. wrapped his 
arms around Rob Lyon’s knees, 
and asked “Will you be my 
friend?”

Last Saturday, when Will, as 
he is called, smiled and reached 
down to place an arm around 
the blacksmith’s shoulders, 
there was no question. They 
were friends. Fifteen year old 
Will, well over six feet tall 
with the build and bearing of 
a natural athlete and the smile 
of a charmer, presented the 
blacksmith with a book; Rob 
in return, handed him a pair 
of blacksmith tongs, he’d made 
years ago for himself. And 
thereby hangs a tale, on page 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
NEWS STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – After a year 
of putting in the extra work 
and challenging themselves 
at the highest level, David 
Prouty High School Advanced 
Placement students are 
well-prepared for their exams. 
Last Friday, April 28, the staff 
celebrated their students’ 
accomplishments with an AP 
breakfast.

Students in all AP subjects 
earned certificates from their 
respective teachers, with 
many students enrolled in 
multiple AP courses this year. 
It was a long and occasionally 
arduous road, but the experi-
ence enabled the students to 
learn at a college level while 
still in high school.

“My students have gone 
through everything I asked 
them to do, including 
Saturday sessions and home-
work on vacations. They are 
ready,” said AP teacher Keith 
Servant. 

If the students receive a cer-
tain score or higher on their 
AP exams, they will earn cred-
it for specific college cours-
es. But regardless of how 
well they do on the tests, the 
rewarding experience of tak-
ing part in an AP course will 
serve them well in college. 

DPHS officials have been 
thrilled by the escalating 
enrollment numbers in AP 
courses. Rather than cruise 
through their final year, an 
increasing number of seniors 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STONEBRIDGE STAFF WRITER

WEST BROOKFIELD — 
How do you envision West 
Brookfield a decade down the 
road? Officials are seeking 
public input on a variety of 
items as they continue to craft 
the town’s first ever master 
plan.

Working closely with 
the Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning 
Commission (CMRPC), town 
officials have spent several 
months gathering informa-
tion and reaching out to resi-
dents. About 60 people attend-
ed the first public hearing in 
March, offering suggestions 
on everything from econom-
ic development and housing 
to better utilizing natural 
resources and recreation 
opportunities. 

Additionally, the town’s 
online master plan survey 
has yielded over 100 respons-
es. The survey was also print-
ed and made available at the 

library and Town Hall, as well 
as a handful of other venues 
throughout town. Once all of 
the information and input is 
compiled, the master plan will 
set a vision for the town over 
the next decade and beyond.

“We did a lot of outreach, 
and the public hearing atten-
dance was unbelievable for 
a small town,” said Chris 
Ryan, the CMRPC’s manager 
of community development 
and planning. “It is critical 
to have public involvement in 
this process and get as broad a 
perspective as possible.”

Looking ahead, the CMRPC 
and West Brookfield’s Master 
Plan Committee will host 
a second public hearing on 
June 22 at Salem Cross Inn. 
The program will feature two 
identical sessions (3-5 p.m. 
and 7-9 p.m.), in addition to a 
dinner between sessions for 
members of both committees. 
The event is a great opportu-

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STONEBRIDGE STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — Senior prom 
took on a brand new meaning 
in town last Friday, as senior 
citizens from throughout the 
area dressed up and brought 
their dates out for a fun night.

The idea for Leicester’s 
first ever Senior Citizen Prom 
originated with Leicester 
High School student Abigail 
Shaw. A National Honor 
Society member at LHS, Shaw 
brought the idea to Senior 
Center Director Rachelle 

Cloutier – and the rest is his-
tory. 

“When she asked if this was 
something we could do for the 
seniors, I was very interest-
ed in moving forward with 

Turn To PROM page A6 Turn To CMRPC page A7

Turn To DPH page A3

Turn To BLACKSMITH page A9

Turn To BENEFIT page A7

New Master Plan 
taking shape under 
CMRPC guidance

The young and the young at 
heart all enjoy a good prom

Kevin Flanders photos

Leicester High School student volunteers, with event organizer Abigail Shaw at right. Kevin Flanders photo.

Kevin Flanders photo 

Elycia Figarsky receives a certificate from teacher Keith Servant.

Advanced placement 
students honored for 

accomplishments

Good friends reunite at 
Old Sturbridge Village forge

Rob discusses the heat, the color of the flame, the use of the bellows and 
a good poker as Will looks on.

Benefit planned for student  
beating her battles

A “chicken soup” kind of dAy
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We Love Our Pets June 9, Pet 
Appreciation Week.  Looking for 
pet photos. No cost to submit. Please 
include pet name and town from. We 
will have a section for Pet Memoriams 
too (15 word max for memorial 
messages). Send in your pet photo 
with info to jsima@stonebrigepress.

news by Friday, May 26. Business sponsors just $60/block.  
Runs in all 7 Mass papers. Color first come/first serve.

Cover Photo Contest for the 2018 Business, 
Community & Restaurant Guide.  Send up to 
4 photos to jsima@stonebridgepress.news with 
2018 Cover Contest in the subject line
Deadline Oct. 1, 2017
For advertising into for the 2018 Guide, please 
Contact June.

Reader Participation Features
Also seeking business sponsors

JOIN US! 

For more information about any of these features, 
please contact June Simakauskas at 508-909-4062 

jsima@stonebridgepress.news.

The Write Stuff Spencer New Leader 
– Students & adults email an original 
creative writing piece to jsima@
stonebridgepress.news by Friday, 
May 19 for the May 26th issue. 
Seeking business sponsors for these 
pages starting at $50 ½ banner; $100 
full banner. 

Memorial Day Remembrances  
May 26th issue Spencer New Leader: 
- $20 for a 2.4” X 2” size block. Color 
first come/first serve at no additional 
cost. Email photo and your personal 
message to jsima@stonebridgepress.
news by Friday, May 19. Credit cards 

accepted. Seeking business sponsors for this page @ $32/block.

Spring is in full bloom and as readers 
prepare for the warm weather, sev-
eral took time from their busy sched-
ules to share tips, tricks and ideas that 
have worked for them. From keeping 
your car’s showroom shine to recycling 
those wine corks, read on for the latest 
round of Reader Tips.

**
This reader “comes clean” on how to 

save time and money on a springtime 
chore: 

Here is a cheap, great way to wash 
your vehicle. Use one Tide pod with 
Febreze. Just add it to your bucket of 
water. The results are fantastic and no 
water spots!

Terry Kolesnik
Charlton
**
This regular contributor offers up a 

couple of her favorite traveling tips:

1. When I prep for a trip, I pack two 
travel mugs in my checked baggage. 
At the start of the trip my sunglasses 
and crushable items are stowed inside 
the travel mugs. Each morning at the 
motel, glasses are placed in my car for 
road trips and the two mugs become 
one cup of coffee for the road and one 
mug of tea for the road! Life is good and 
vacations are always the best!

2. While traveling, showers or tubs 
can be slippery or you never know who 
left a fungus among us. On a recent 

trip, I didn›t have an extra 
towel to stand on and none 
were provided (camp set-
ting). I keep a pair of those 
fuzzy comfort slipper 
socks with grippies on the 
bottom in my travel bag. 
I wear them to keep from 
slipping and then hang 
them to dry. They can be 
washed and ready for the 
next trip. Those packages they give out 
in hospitals work well for this. Might 
come in handy if you have a senior 
visiting.

Viola Bramel
Northbridge 
**
Talk about creative recy-

cling! Bottoms up!
 
Do you have long and dangerous 

cords on your mini blinds? Helpful hint 
to remedy the problem: save your wine 
bottle corks!

Drill a hole through the cork. Snake 
the cord through to desired length. Add 
a washer at the bottom of the cork. Tie 
two to three knots then cut long and 
straggly cord. Now you have a neat and 
safer alternative to long cords.

Luciana DiNoble
Putnam. CT
***
This clever reader found an easy way 

to extend the life of lush centerpieces:

When the flowers are 
spent from my holiday 
centerpieces, I leave 
the greens in place and 
fill in with silk flowers. 
Water your centerpiece 
with a funnel placed in 
the center.

Another tip: Pull-
along luggage works 
well to tote gear for a 

picnic and the beach. At Christmastime, 
use it to transfer gifts. 

Betty Gadoury
Dudley
**
A reader shares two simple, but prac-

tical, solutions for everyday hassles:
 
I have two tips that have worked for 

me:
1. Wrap several rubber bands around 

your shampoo, body wash, or condition-
er bottles. This way, they won’t be so 
slippery when they get wet. 

2. I live in a big apartment house with 
a laundry room for common use. Try 
this tip: Tie a few colored ribbons on 
the edge of your laundry basket. This 
way even if someone has a basket of 
the same size and color of yours, theirs 
should not be mistaken for yours and 
visa-versa!

Russell Conlon
Whitinsville
**
Prize Winner

Congratulations to Russell of 
Whitinsville, who won Dinner for Two 
at the Publick House in Sturbridge. He 
submitted the recycling tip above.

 
***
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House
Your tips can win you a fabulous 

dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered into 
a random drawing. Hints are entered 
into a drawing for a three course dinner 
for two at the historic Publick House 
Inn! One winner per month will win a 
fabulous three course dinner for two 
at the renowned restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the town common in 
historic Sturbridge. Because I’m in the 
business of dispensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can take credit for 
some), I’m counting on you readers out 
thee to share your best helpful hints! 
***

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press pub-
lications? Send questions and/or hint 
to: Take the Hint, c/o Stonebridge Press, 
PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550. Or 
email kdrr@aol.com.

Time for Reader Tips! 

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

nity for residents to learn more about 
the community’s goals for the master 
plan. 

While many towns update their mas-
ter plans periodically, West Brookfield 
is in a unique position of creating its 
very first document. Because this is the 
foundation that will be reviewed often, 
officials understand the importance of 
establishing a comprehensive baseline. 
The plan will also serve as a tool for 
measuring how efficiently the town 
achieves its goals and where potential 
improvements can be made. 

“We are starting completely from 

scratch on this. We want to have the res-
idents of the town identify their vision, 
and we will help them do what it takes 
to reach that goal,” Ryan added. 

Officials have been thrilled with 
the response statistics for the survey, 
which is accessible online by clicking 
the link on the town website homepage. 
By combining the public’s input with 
data collected on several areas of town 
policy, officials hope to define a clear 
vision for the future and realistic goals 
in the master plan. 

One of the most important goals, offi-
cials said, is to keep the public informed 
throughout every stage of the process. 

“The ideas people are giving us will 
help direct where the resources go in 
the future,” said Abraham Brown, a 

member of West Brookfield’s Master 
Plan Committee. “This plan allows 
everyone to have an equal voice.”

Added Ryan, “We want this vision to 
reflect the ideas of as many people as 
possible, not just a few residents.” 

At the March public hearing, guests 
formed focus groups to discuss such top-
ics as transportation, recreation, town 
services, and open space, among others. 
Residents were also given the oppor-
tunity to communicate why certain 
areas are a priority to them. Officials 
hope that residents who weren’t able to 
attend the program will take advantage 
of the offerings on June 22. 

The survey remains available online 
and in print. It can be picked up at the 
Senior Center, Town Hall, Merriam-

Gilbert Public Library, Country Corner 
Store, and the Post Office in town. 
Please complete and return the survey 
by May 31.

“The more residents and business 
owners that take the time to complete 
the questions, the more we can create 
goals and strategies that will enhance 
West Brookfield’s strengths and help 
overcome its challenges,” said Jeff Bagg, 
a principal planner with the CMRPC.

A final public meeting will be held 
in August. The master plan creation 
process will conclude in October with 
a final roadmap identifying the town’s 
visions and goals for the future. 

CMRPC
continued from page 1

effort in beating cancer. 
“I have been in business for 15 years 

in this town, and the people always 
do whatever it takes to support each 
other,” said Jeff Eller, the owner of the 
restaurant. “We want to help out any 
way we can. It is an honor to be part of 
this community.”

Brooke Poulin, Alana’s mother, 
received a devastating call from doc-
tors in December describing her daugh-
ter’s diagnosis. The family has received 
strong support from the town over the 
last few months, with neighbor June 
Kemp collecting gift cards and get well 
soon messages from residents. 

After receiving the donations, Alana 
gave all duplicate gifts to other kids 
battling cancer – an inspiration not just 
to Kemp but the entire town. Nathan 
Hagglund, a lifetime Leicester resident 
and a police sergeant in Sudbury, has 
worked closely with Kemp to rally sup-
port and raise money. Hagglund has 
already helped secure funding for the 

family through the organization he 
volunteers with – Cops for Kids with 
Cancer.

“This is really personal for me – we 
have known Alana for a long time,” 
said Hagglund, whose wife Sarah used 
to watch Alana as a child in her home 
daycare. “The support of the communi-
ty has been amazing.”

After hearing Alana’s story and learn-
ing about the many challenges she has 
already overcome, Jeff Eller and his 
team knew they had to find a way to 
get involved and join other residents 
in what has become known as “Alana’s 
Army.”

“June is a longtime customer and a 
good friend,” Eller said of Kemp. “When 
we heard about what was happening, 
we knew we had to help.”

The benefit event will take place from 
6-10 p.m. The price is $25 per person, 
with all food being donated by Eller and 
his staff. 

Tickets for the event are available by 
visiting www.events.ticketprinting.com/
event/23487.

BENEFIT
continued from page 1

Courtesy photo

A benefit dinner will be held to support Leicester High School freshman Alana Wessman, who 
is battling cancer and has received strong support from her school and community. Pictured 
from left to right, Mike Cassanelli, Kim Walch (Sudbury PD), Brooke Poulin (Alana’s mother), 
Alana Wessman, Nathan Hagglund (Sudbury PD), and Helena Rafferty (Cops for Kids with 
Cancer director) at a recent fundraising event. 

25,000 Unique Visitors 
Every Week!

HEY MOM! 
We’re in the paper!!

Order your photo reprint today
Call Stonebridge Press

 for details (508)764-4325
All At greAt prices!

DigitAl copy $5
 4”x6” $5 • 8.5”x11” $10.00

(glossy prints)


