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Study shows 
available options 

– STURBRIDGE –

By Wyatt Aloisio
Staff writer

An in-town trolley could 
be an option for Sturbridge, 
although it wouldn’t be with-
out challenges, according to a 
recent study.

Recently selectmen met 
with Town Planner Jean Bubon, 
Economic Development and 
Tourism Coordinator Kevin 
Filchak, and Dan Berez an 
associate member of Nelson/
Nygaard, a transportation 
development and parking 
specialist group from San 
Francisco and Boston. Berez 
has been assisting the town in 
conducting a feasibility study 
for prospective trolley routes 
within Sturbridge. 

The s tudy began las t 
summer with an initial sur-
vey distributed to businesses 
throughout the town and to 
their patrons, and was fund-
ed through the Massachusetts 
Downtown Initiative Technical 
Assistance Grant and the 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development. It 
examined possible routes that 

a trolley could take within the 
town as well as the primary 
services it would offer.

Berez told selectmen that 
from the 300 surveys that 
had been collected, customer 
and resident destinations they 
found that 37 percent of over-
all traffic occurred between 
individual storefronts and 
restaurants. 31 percent said 
that they traveled between 
hotels, restaurants and store-
fronts while the remaining 17 
percent used travel as a means 
of going to and from Old 
Sturbridge Village. 

Berez pointed out the 90 
percent of the time travelers 

– NORTH BROOKFIELD –

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff writer 

Every classroom had a spe-
cial guest last Thursday who 
read students a story to celebrate 
North Brookfield Elementary 
School’s Community Reading 
Day.

One  class had a visit from 
North Brookfield Police Chief 
Mark Smith who read “The 
Lorax” to second-graders, while 
another class had the same book 
read to them by Diane Nichols, 
the director of the North 
Brookfield Senior Center.

Has ton  Pub l ic  L ib ra ry 
Director Rosemary Mackenzie, 
selectwoman Mary Walters, 
Nor th  Brookfie ld  School 
Superintendent Dr. Marilyn 
Tencza,  North Brookfield 
Director of School Facilities 
Jay Mooney and Carol Kelly 
from Second Chance Animal 
Shelter also read to different 
classes, some choosing to cele-
brate Theodore Geisel’s birthday 
last week by reading Dr. Seuss 
books while others chose those 
from other authors.

“It’s great, I love sharing 
books with children, including 
my own,” said North Brookfield 
PTO member and mother Maria 
Tucker. “It’s great for them to 
see people from the community 
in the classroom. Life is a little 

-NORTH BROOKFIELD-

By Jennifer Grybowski
Correspondent

A closer look at the budget 
was the main item on the agenda 
at Tuesday’s North Brookfield 
Board of Selectmen meeting.

Selectmen reviewed the most 
current balance sheet. They 
reported that the budget stands 
in the $300,000 deficit range. 
There are several factors con-
tributing to this. Snow wand 
ice was funded at $111,000, 
but so far $212,000 has been 
spent, leaving the town with a 
$101,000 deficit. 

“That kind of deficit is not 
working for us,” Walter said.  

She suggested looking at 
a five-year average of what is 
spent on snow and ice to try to 

Budget 
deficit 
defined

Left to right are Travis McCready, president and CEO of the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center, State Rep. Todd Smola (R-Warren), 
Quaboag Regional School District Grant Writer Madeline Smola, Lt. Governor Karyn Polito and Quaboag Regional School Superinten-
dent Brett Kustigian receiving a $50,000 grant to improve science courses at the middle school.

- WARREN -

By Eileen Kennedy
Staff writer 

Quaboag Regional 
Middle High School 
received a $50,000 

last Tuesday from the Mas-
sachusetts Life Science Cen-
ter, which will be used at the 
middle school level to buy 
new textbooks and materi-
als, including robotics kits, 
which will increase student 
exposure to Science Technol-
ogy Engineering and Mathe-
matics-related fields.

STEMcurriculum to get boost
Quaboag 
receives 
$50,000 grant

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTO BY EILEEN KENNEDY
North Brookfield Police Chief Mark Smith reads to a North Brookfield Elementary School 
classroom during Community Reading Day last Thursday.

Community members share books Selectmen weigh
trolley benefits

routine and this is a fun way to 
support literary progress in the 
schools in a fun way and to sup-
port the teachers.”

The day had lots of other 
fans as well. “I absolutely 
love it,” said North Brookfield 
Elementary School Principal 
Eric Glazier. “I love making 
connections with the kids and I 

love involving our community 
readings in the building and the 
life of the students.”

Glazier said the event was 
brought back last year, after a 
hiatus of some years, in large 
part due to the North Brookfield 
PTO, who buys the books that 
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“I think the sky is the limit 
and there’s not a lot of com-
munities outside of the sea 
shore communities that this 

makes a lot of sense for. 
Sturbridge is one of those 
communities. I believe that 

this would prove to be a 
great advertisement for our 
community, both practically 

and spiritually.”

LEON GAUMOND
Town Administrator

See BUDGET  I   PAGE 6
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Many long-time 
readers of the 
column might 

correctly assume that I 
owe a big thanks to my 
mother for my love of 
gardening. I have numer-
ous memories of planting 
annual flowers 
with “Ma” and 
have comment-
ed over the 
years on her 
ability to “do 
wonders” with 
African violets, 
Christmas cac-
tus, poinsettias 
(even getting 
them to turn 
red in year two) 
and other pot-
ted plants. 

Recently I was remind-
ed of her horticultur-
al aptitude once again. 
I picked up my children 
from a visit to her house 
and as we were driving 
home my youngest asked, 
“Did grandma show you 
the plant?” I said, “What 
plant?” She said, “The one 
with all the pink flowers.” 
I said “No” and that was 
it, end of conversation. 
A few days passed and 
we all found ourselves at 
grandma’s house again. I 
looked over at her plant 

stand and did a double 
take. Unbelievable. For 
what seems like at least 
four years now my mother 
has coaxed what is sup-
posed to be an “annual” in 
New England into repeat-
ed bloom and this time it 

was exploding 
with blossoms. 
Read on to learn 
more about this 
beautiful flower.

The  ge rbe r 
daisy was discov-
ered by Robert 
Jameson in the 
early 1880s near 
the gold fields of 
Barberton, in the 
Transvaal region 
of South Africa. 
The most popular 

species, the one which we 
will concentrate on today, 
bears his name, Gerbera 
jamesonii. The Barberton 
daisy, the Transvaal daisy 
and the African daisy are 
all common names for the 
plant that relate back to its 
place of origin.

Not long after its dis-
covery, breeding began 
on  the  gerber  da isy 
in England, eventual-
ly resulting in improved 
quality and enhanced 
color variations. Today, 
the  Nether lands  and 
Columbia are the primary 

producers of gerbers in cut 
flower form. In the floral 
trade, it ranks an impres-
sive fifth in popularity, 
behind the rose, carna-
tion, chrysanthemum and 
tulip. According to floral 
lore, the meaning behind 
the gerber flower is one 
I would wholeheartedly 
agree with: cheerfulness, 
probably due to the wide 
palette of colors it is avail-
able in - nearly every one 
except blue. Look for 
vivid orange, cool coral, 
hot pink, crimson red and 
sunshine yellow, not to 
mention bubblegum pink 
and creamy white!

Unfortunately the ger-
ber daisy is not hardy 
in our area; it prefers a 
much warmer location 
in which to grow. On the 
eastern seaboard, the only 
place it will overwinter is 
the southernmost tip of 
Florida, in hardiness zones 
nine and 10. Here in New 
England it is best enjoyed 
on the windowsill during 
the winter months and is 
typically available at gro-
cery stores and nurseries 
beginning in March. As 
long as the plant is pro-
vided with normal room 
temperatures, bright light 

The perennial annual houseplant

- opinion -

52 Barre Paxton Road, Rutland
1-800-677-4476   www.mannsrv.com

Open Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Sunday 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

MARCH INTO SAVINGS EVENT
Saturday, March 11 thru Sunday, March 19
Come See Us 
For 9 Days of 
Additional 
Savings 
On Top of Our 
Everyday Low Prices!

Quabbin Estates
41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094

Accepting applications now for waiting list.
The apartment  features - w/w carpeting, kitchen  

appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities.  We specialize in Senior Housing and 

“Barrier Free” accessible units.  Rent is $681/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher.
RD regulations. Handicap Accessible

apartments when available.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

413-477-6496
TDD (800)439-2379

FOR RENTDan’s Oil Co.
Home Heating Oil

24 Hour Burner Service
Welcoming New Customers!

Fuel Assistance Accepted
Automatic Delivery

dansoilco.com
413-967-5370

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Call For
Current Low

Prices!

John’s Barber Shop
16 Central Street, North Brookfield

508-867-2646

HAIRSTYLING
For Men
Sandy IngemI &
Tom mIllIgan

Open Tues., Wed., Fri. 8:00-5:00
Thurs. 8:00-7:00; Sat. 8:00-12:00

Dr. Larry P. Rosen, d.c.
CHIROPRACTOR

774-823-5750 774-823-4792
79-81 Main St. 10 Southwest Cutoff
Rutland, MA 01543 Northborough, MA 01532

508-886-9060 (fax)

Roberta 
McQuaid

Turley 
Publications
Columnist

i n t h e
GaRden

to a single, narrow politi-
cal view with no pretense 
of objectivity. Their goal 
is to incite, not to inform. 
They drive the American 
people apart, rather than 
giving us a common base 
of knowledge we can use 
to forge agreement.

So what’s to be done? 
I confess: I don’t know. 
The moves made by some 
social media platforms 
and news organizations 
to fact-check stories and 
public claims are import-
ant. Relying on the work 
of credible, non-partisan 
organizations - for federal 
tax and spending issues, 
for instance, the work of 
the Congressional Budget 
Office comes to mind - is 
also helpful. Broad public 
awareness that we have a 

problem to overcome and 
encouraging critical think-
ing in schools and in pub-
lic discourse...these, too, 
matter.

Still, solving the prob-
lem will take a concerted 
effort. Learning how to 
seek more diverse views, 
restoring confidence in 
public dialogue, finding 
sources and platforms 
that win broad accep-
tance as grounded in reli-
ability and reality - all 
these will be important. 
We live in a time of 
excessive polarization, 
mean-spirited politics, 
and invasive partisanship. 
Working within that envi-
ronment to solve these 
problems is a challenge. 
I don’t see an answer, but 
I do see and applaud the 
individuals and groups 
beginning to work on it. 
The future of our repre-

sentative democracy rides 
on their success.

Lee Hamilton is  a 
senior advisor for the 
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y 
Center on Representative 
G o v e r n m e n t ;  a 
Distinguished Scholar, 
IU School of Global and 
International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice, 
IU School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He 
was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
for 34 years.
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W E S T  B R O O K -
FIELD – The Central 
Massachu-setts Regional 
Planning Commission 
has been selected by the 
West Brookfield Master 
Plan Committee to devel-
op West Brookfield’s 
first Master Plan.

The project will run 
for approximately 10 
months and will include 
public outreach, a com-
munity-wide survey, and 
the production of a plan 
that lays out a vision for 
a community’s future 
over the next 10 years, or 
more, and creates a road 
map to get there through 
goals and actions.  

Our first communi-
ty event will be held on 
Wednesday evening, 
March 22, beginning 
at 7 p.m. at the West 
Brookfield Elementary 
School. We really hope 
you can join us to help 
create the future vision 
for West Brookfield.

The main topics of a 
Master Plan include:

1. Land use
2. Population and 

housing

3. Economic develop-
ment

4. Natural and cultural 
resources

5. Open space and 
recreation

6. Transportation and 
circulation

7. Town services and 
facilities

Over the next  10 
months, CMRPC will 
bring together as many 
West Brookfield resi-
dents and stakeholders 
as possible, and will help 
the town solicit public 
input on opportunities 
and challenges within 
the town and will create 
a Master Plan this fall 
2017 identifying a series 
of goals, strategies and 
recommendations. Our 
entire team is excited to 
be part of such a great 
project.

Please mark your cal-
endars for the first com-
munity event Wednesday 
evening,  March 22, 
beginning at 7 p.m. and 
check out the plan’s 
progress at www.west-
brookfieldmasterplan.
com

West Brookfield to start 
Master Plan process

- brookfields -

B R O O K F I E L D 
– Songs  and poet -
ry of St. Patrick’s Day 
will be performed on 
Thurday, March 16, by 
Brookfield Elementary 
School sixth-graders for 
an audience of senior 
citizens in the audito-
rium of the Brookfield 
Elementary School on 
Central Street. The pro-
gram will also provide 

a corned beef and cab-
bage dinner made by the 
cafeteria staff. Doors 
will open at 12:30 p.m. 
and seating begins at 
12:45 p.m. Call 508-
867-8774 to RSVP by 
March 13. There is no 
cost for the dinner, how-
ever any food or cash 
donations will be given 
to the Brookfield Field 
Pantry.

Seniors invited to corned 
beef dinner, entertainment

Kindergarten 
registration 

B R O O K F I E L D 
– Students who are 
5-years-old on or before 
Aug. 31, 2017 should 
sign up for kindergarten. 

Parents and guard-
ians are encouraged 
to visit or call the 
Brookfield Elementary 
School office to pick 
up a registration pack-
et as soon as possible. 
Along with the complet-
ed packet, the school 
requires two forms of 
identification to show 
proof of residency, a 
birth certificate and 
health/immunization 
records. 

K i n d e r g a r t e n 
screening will be held 
Monday,  Apri l  10, 
Tuesday, April 11 and 
Wednesday, April 12. 
Please call the school 
during the week of 
March 27 to schedule a 
screening appointment; 
children will not be 
screened without a com-
plete file.

Children who cur-
r e n t l y  a t t e n d  t h e 
Brookfield Preschool 
will be screened during 
their preschool session; 
there will be no need 
to call for an appoint-
ment. Please send your 
registration packet into 
school with your child, 
or mail it as soon as 
possible. 

Preschool registra-
tion is also underway. 
In order to be eligible 
for preschool, your child 
must be 3 years old 
by Aug. 31 and inde-
pendently toilet trained. 
If interested in applying, 
please fill out an appli-
cation and return by 
Friday, March 10.

For  more  infor-
mation, or questions, 
please call the school at 
508-867-8774.


